Psalm 5 – Lead Me, O YHWH!
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Psa 5:1  Give ear to my words, O YHWH; consider my groaning. 
Psa 5:2  Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray. 
Psa 5:3  O YHWH, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
Psa 5:4  For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 
Psa 5:5  The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 
Psa 5:6  You destroy those who speak lies; YHWH abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
Psa 5:7  But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. 
Psa 5:8  Lead me, O YHWH, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me. 
Psa 5:9  For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue. 
Psa 5:10  Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you. 
Psa 5:11  But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may exult in you. 
Psa 5:12  For you bless the righteous, O YHWH; you cover him with favor as with a shield. 

















Up to this point, the structures of the psalms have been pretty straight forward but Psalm 5 breaks loose!  The extra layers of patterns and structures not only reveal deeper meaning, but also provide complexity and beauty. 

Structural Analysis
First the chiasm.  
The center is a bit strange which may make you question whether there really is a chiasm.  However, the parallels are so strong, that we can put that question aside.

A1 Give ear to my words, O YHWH; consider my groaning. (1)
      Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my Elohim, 
      for to you do I pray. (2) 
B1 	O YHWH, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice 
           for you and watch. (3)
C1 		For you are not an Elohim who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell 
                        with you. (4) 
D1 			The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all
                                    evildoers. (5)
 			You destroy the wicked (6)
E1 			   But through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
                                 	   I will enter your house. 
			   I will bow down toward your holy temple 
   in the fear of you. (7) 
 *			         Lead me, O YHWH (8a) 
 E2			   in Your righteousness because of my enemies; 
   make Your way straight before me. (8b)
D2 			For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction,
their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue. (9) 
C2 		Cast them out, for they have rebelled against you.  (10)
B2 	Spread your protection over them, that those who love Your Name 
           may exult in You. (11) 
A2  For You bless the righteous, O YHWH; You cover him with favor as with a shield. (12)





A   I pray to you (1-2)
      You will bless the righteous (12)
Call -Response
David asks YHWH to hear him and then assumes that YHWH will answer.

B  Hear my voice, I prepare a sacrifice (3)
    Protect those who exult You (sing for joy) (11)
Similar Parallel
Hear my voice – sing for joy
(See Habbakkuk study)

C  The evil ones cannot dwell with you (4)
     You cast them out (10)
Continuing Parallel
Evil ones cannot dwell with You (because) You will cast them out.

D  You will destroy the wicked (5-6)
     Their inmost self is destruction (9)
Similar Parallel
Destruction of the wicked

E   What I will do (7)
     What Yah will do (8b)
Contrasting Parallel
In verse 7 David creates a list of things he plans to do.  However, he realizes this can only be accomplished by YHWH leading him, “through the abundance of His (YHWH’s) steadfast love.” The term, “steadfast love” is H2617, often translated mercy, grace, kindness, or compassion.   



*   Lead me, O YHWH (8)

Center
David crying out to YHWH for guidance.  The center is surrounded by things that David wants to do, but he realizes that only by the grace of YHWH will we escape our enemies.  



Complex Analysis

If you are reading this, I assume you are a Bible and/or grammar nerd so let’s nerd out together for a moment.  Verses 7 and 9 are beautiful – intricate, complex, truly marked by the Ruach Ha’Qodesh.  Remember: each layer of structure, unusual word choice, or pattern is intentional and acts as a red flag. 

Verse 7
But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. 
I will bow down toward Your Holy Temple in the fear of You. 

This is really 4 lines but for ease of visualizing the pattern we will organize it as a pair. This is an introverted synonymous parallel focusing on YHWH’s mercy and His Temple.


But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. 


I will bow down toward Your Holy Temple in the fear of You. 
	
The connection between YHWH’s house and His temple is fairly common throughout scripture.  However, why is the steadfast love of YHWH compared to a fear of YHWH?  

Five is the number of compassion or grace. It is no coincidence that the first time “mercy” is used in the book of Psalms is in the 5th psalm – the psalm of David crying out to YHWH for guidance.  Only by the grace of YHWH will we escape our enemies.  

So here YHWH’s mercy is compared to a fear of YHWH.  Mercy is the unmerited favor of YHWH – we get something we don’t deserve.  We deserve death, but we get forgiveness.  David understands this relationship and reinforces this idea here.  This is one example of many that expresses the grace of YHWH in the Tanak.

Verse 9

For there is no truth in their mouth; 
their inmost self is destruction;
their throat is an open grave; 
they flatter with their tongue. 


Again, this is an introverted synonymous parallel.  This structure requires an even number of lines but more than two. This example has four.  The first and last are connected by mouth.  The middle two lines are connected by death.

A  For there is no truth in their mouth; 
B  their inmost self is destruction; 
B  their throat is an open grave; 
A  they flatter with their tongue. 

Next, the subjects are also inverted:
A  For there is no truth in their mouth; 
B  their inmost self is destruction; 
B  their throat is an open grave; 
A  they flatter with their tongue. 

In the A lines the description is followed by the noun (the subject).  The order is reversed in the B lines.


Finally, a series of figurative language is used for the descriptions and subjects.  Since the lines are sympathetic (meaning synonymous) we can infer that the words are in fact synonyms, providing clarity of meaning.
 
Mouth = inmost self = throat = tongue
No truth = destruction = grave =flatter

So why does this matter?  The writer has told us the same thing in four different ways, within two layers of intentional structures.  Red flag.  Red Flag.  RED FLAG!  Our attention is being drawn to this verse for a reason, so let us consider it.  

First, who is the “they” in this verse?  Well, it is paralleled with vs. 5-6.  In those verses the subject is “the wicked” which implies that the subject of this verse is also the wicked.  

Next, we are told in four different ways that the words of the wicked will lead to death. Why has the Ruach drawn our attention here in such a dramatic way?  Let’s consider the words used:  tongue, inmost self, no truth, grave, flatter……  Ringing any bells?  Genesis 3 - the serpent in the garden:

4   “and the serpent said to the woman, “You shall certainly not die.”
5   “For Elohim knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be like
      Elohim, knowing good and evil.”

There is nothing new under the sun.  The heart of the wicked is on evil continuously.  They are the sons (imitators) of Satan our adversary.  Their words will lead us to death.  They will use any means necessary to lead us astray; they will lie, they will flatter.  Their words may sound good and pleasant and desirable (you shall not die), but it will lead to destruction.  

Be aware!  Listen for the voice of our Shepherd and be not led astray by the words of the wicked!
Please know that although sometimes helpful, identifying these writing devices is not necessary to understand YHWH’s plan for us.  They can, however, help to translate the depth of emotion or meaning behind the words.  My intention of this exercise is to appreciate the intricacies of Biblical writing.  Scripture is meditative literature, Psalms especially.  It is designed to encourage deep thought.  This writer has dedicated himself to writing praises and laments to YHWH and as a result, he has been filled by the Spirit, revealing the manifold wisdom of YHWH through beauty and precision of language!  





Interpretive Analysis
There are several groups being talked about in the psalm.  If we color the verses depending on the subject, we see a slightly different pattern.


	1    Give ear to my words, O YHWH; 
      consider my groaning. 
2    Give attention to the sound of my cry,
      my King and my God, for to you do I pray. 
3    O YHWH, in the morning you hear my
      voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice
      for you and watch. 
4    For you are not a God who delights in
      wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 
5    The boastful shall not stand before Your
      eyes; 
      you hate all evildoers. 
6    You destroy those who speak lies; 
      YHWH abhors the bloodthirsty & deceitful 
7    But I, through the abundance of your
      steadfast love, will enter your house. 
      I will bow down toward your holy temple 
      In the fear of you. 
8    Lead me, O YHWH, in your righteousness
      because of my enemies; make your way
      straight before me. 
9    For there is no truth in their mouth; their
      inmost self is destruction; their throat is an 
      open grave; they flatter with their tongue. 
10  Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
      let them fall by their own counsels; 
      because of the abundance of their
      transgressions cast them out, 
      for they have rebelled against you. 
11  But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
      let them ever sing for joy, 
      and spread your protection over them, 
      that those who love your name may exult
      in you. 
12  For you bless the righteous, O YHWH; 
      you cover him with favor as with a shield. 
	· You give ear
· You consider
· You hear
A   You do not delight
· You do not dwell
B    They shall not stand
      C    You hate
· You destroy
· You abhor
· I enter Your house
· I bow down
· Lead me
· You make my way straight
B    They flatter
      C    You make them bear guilt
· You let them fall
· You cast them out
· Let them take refuge
· Let them sing
· You protect them
· They that love Your Name
· You bless
A    You cover
	Opening


YHWH

They (1)
YHWH


I

Center

They (1)
YHWH

Break in
Pattern

They (2)
YHWH





So it looks like this:

YHWH
   They
      YHWH
         (Break in pattern)
            Center
    They
        YHWH
        (Break in pattern)
YHWH

Please notice three breaks in pattern.  

In the first half of the chiasm, the first break is the introduction of the subject “I”.  

In the second half of the chiasm, there are two breaks in pattern:  1) The YHWH section and the They section are in reverse order (meaning NOT mirror images) and 2) There is an additional “They” group.  

	They 1
	They 1
	They 2

	They shall not stand
· You hate
· You destroy
· You abhor
	They flatter
· You make them guilty
· You let them fall
· You cast them out
	They love Your Name
· You let them find refuge
· You let them sing
· You protect them



The third break in pattern (the additional “They” group) is connected to the first break in pattern (the “I” group).


	They 2 Group
	I Group

	They love Your Name
· You let them find refuge
· You let them sing (worship)
· You protect them
	
· I will enter Your house (refuge)
· I will bow down (worship)
· My way will be straight (protected)




This small detail of a break in a pattern reveals some powerful information.  Those that love the Name (shem – name, authority, character) of the Father will be led on a straight path, leading to the dwelling of YHWH where we will be able to worship and praise Him!


In Conclusion
Lead me, O YHWH!  In the first 4 psalms, we are given many choices – mediate on Torah or emptiness?  Trust YHWH or seize control? It is only fitting that in Psalm 5 David cries out to YHWH, asking to be led on a straight path.   

By analyzing this psalm, I hope that you begin to understand the beautiful complexity of Biblical writing, and Biblical poetry in particular. 

I pray you find the straight path.  I pray you hear the voice of YHWH calling you to His plan, His purpose, His kingdom.    
Summary:
Up to this point, the structures of the psalms have been pretty straight forward but Psalm 5 breaks loose!  The extra layers of patterns and structures reveal deeper meaning through complexity and beauty only possible through the Ruach Ha’Qodesh.

First, we looked at some very intentional and intricate language in verse 9.  
It is an introverted parallel with complex syntax (sentence structure) imbedded in the lines.  

A  For there is no truth in their mouth; 
B  their inmost self is destruction; 
B  their throat is an open grave; 
A  they flatter with their tongue. 

Please know that although sometimes helpful, identifying these writing devices not necessary to understand YHWH’s plan for us.  They can, however, help to translate the depth of emotion or meaning behind the words.  My intention of this exercise is to appreciate the intricacies of Biblical writing.  Scripture is meditative literature, Psalms especially.  It is designed to encourage deep thought.  This writer has dedicated himself to writing praises and laments to YHWH and as a result, he has been filled by the Spirit, revealing the manifold wisdom of YHWH through beauty and precision of language!  

We also identified the center of the Ps 5 chiastic found in verses 7 and 8:
     But through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
     I will enter your house. 
     I will bow down toward your holy temple 
     in the fear of you. (7) 
     Lead me, O YHWH (8)

First David creates a list of things he plans to do.  However, he realizes this can only be accomplished by YHWH leading him, “through the abundance of His (YHWH’s) steadfast love.”  Steadfast love is often translated as “grace” or “compassion.”  We discussed the significance of the word “compassion” being used for the first time in Psalm 5.

Finally, we did some complex color-coding of pronouns and found a secondary structure where we highlighted the beaks in the pattern.  This small detail of a break in pattern reveals a powerful encouragement:

Those that love the Name (shem – name, authority, character) of the Father will be led on a straight path, leading to the dwelling of YHWH where we will be able to worship and praise Him!


In Conclusion
Lead me, O YHWH!  In the first 4 psalms, we are given many choices – Mediate on Torah or emptiness?  Trust YHWH or seize control? It is only fitting that in Psalm 5 David cries out to YHWH, asking to be led on a straight path.   

By analyzing this psalm, I hope that you begin to understand the beautiful complexity of Biblical writing, and Biblical poetry in particular. 

I pray you find the straight path.  I pray you hear the voice of YHWH calling you to His plan, His purpose, His kingdom.    
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